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On a Saturday night in 1948, Hank Williams stepped onto the stage of the Louisiana Hayride and sang
"Lovesick Blues." Up to that point, Williams's yodeling style had been pigeon-holed as hillbilly music,
cutting him off from the mainstream of popular music. Taking a chance on this untried artist, the Hayride--a
radio "barn dance" or country music variety show like the Grand Ole Opry--not only launched Williams's
career, but went on to launch the careers of well-known performers such as Jim Reeves, Webb Pierce, Kitty
Wells, Johnny Cash, and Slim Whitman.

Broadcast from Shreveport, Louisiana, the local station KWKH's 50,000-watt signal reached listeners in over
28 states and lured them to packed performances of the Hayride's road show. By tracing the dynamic history
of the Hayride and its sponsoring station, ethnomusicologist Tracey Laird reveals the critical role that this
part of northwestern Louisiana played in the development of both country music and rock and roll. Delving
into the past of this Red River city, she probes the vibrant historical, cultural, and social backdrop for its
dynamic musical scene. Sitting between the Old South and the West, this one-time frontier town provided an
ideal setting for the cross-fertilization of musical styles. The scene was shaped by the region's easy mobility,
the presence of a legal "red-light" district from 1903-17, and musical interchanges between blacks and
whites, who lived in close proximity and in nearly equal numbers. The region nurtured such varied talents as
Huddie Ledbetter, the "king of the twelve-string guitar," and Jimmie Davis, the two term "singing governor"
of Louisiana who penned "You Are My Sunshine."

Against the backdrop of the colorful history of Shreveport, the unique contribution of this radio barn dance is
revealed. Radio shaped musical tastes, and the Hayride's frontier-spirit producers took risks with artists
whose reputations may have been shaky or whose styles did not neatly fit musical categories (both Hank
Williams and Elvis Presley were rejected by the Opry before they came to Shreveport). The Hayride also
served as a training ground for a generation of studio sidemen and producers who steered popular music for
decades after the Hayride's final broadcast. While only a few years separated the Hayride appearances of
Hank Williams and Elvis Presley--who made his national radio debut on the show in 1954--those years
encompassed seismic shifts in the tastes, perceptions, and self-consciousness of American youth. Though the
Hayride is often overshadowed by the Grand Ole Opry in country music scholarship, Laird balances the
record and reveals how this remarkable show both documented and contributed to a powerful transformation
in American popular music.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

Here thing why this Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American
Musicspheres) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Louisiana Hayride:
Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Louisiana
Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home
by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Louisiana Hayride:
Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres) in e-book can be your choice.

Jerry Day:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River
(American Musicspheres) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music
along the Red River (American Musicspheres) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you
still thinking Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres) is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Bernice Martinez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American
Musicspheres) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Toni Sargent:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.



From the book Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book Louisiana Hayride: Radio and Roots Music along the Red River (American Musicspheres). You can
more desirable than now.
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