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The Winter’s Tale, one of Shakespeare’s very late plays, is filled with improbabilities. Before the conclusion,
one character comments that what we are about to see, “Were it but told you, should be hooted at / Like an
old tale.”

It includes murderous passions, man-eating bears, princes and princesses in disguise, death by drowning and
by grief, oracles, betrayal, and unexpected joy. Yet the play, which draws much of its power from Greek
myth, is grounded in the everyday.

A “winter’s tale” is one told or read on a long winter’s night. Paradoxically, this winter’s tale is ideally seen
rather than read—though the imagination can transform words into vivid action. Its shift from tragedy to
comedy, disguises, and startling exits and transformations seem addressed to theater audiences.

The authoritative edition of The Winter’s Tale from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely
used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play
-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries
-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases
-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language
-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books
-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Stephen Orgel

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Rose:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Winter's Tale (Folger Shakespeare Library). Try to face the
book The Winter's Tale (Folger Shakespeare Library) as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Dolly Taylor:

This The Winter's Tale (Folger Shakespeare Library) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Winter's Tale (Folger Shakespeare Library) without we understand teach the one who studying it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Winter's Tale (Folger
Shakespeare Library) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Winter's Tale (Folger
Shakespeare Library) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Francisca Varney:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Winter's Tale (Folger
Shakespeare Library) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Carol Sage:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Winter's Tale (Folger Shakespeare Library) can give
you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Winter's Tale (Folger
Shakespeare Library).
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