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For much of the later nineteenth-century Britain regarded Russia as its main international rival, particularly
as regarded the security of its colonial possessions in India. Yet, by 1907 Russia's political revolution,
financial collapse and military defeat by Japan, transformed the situation, resulting in an Anglo-Russian
rapprochement. As this book makes clear, whilst international affairs lay at the root of this new relationship,
personal factors also played an important role in reversing many years of mutual animosity and suspicion. In
particular the study explores the influence of the liberal anglophile Count Aleksandr Benckendorff, the
Russian ambassador in London between 1903 and 1916.

By 1905, Russia's multiple weaknesses required a prolonged period of external peace by eliminating frictions
with the principal rival powers, Britain and Germany, while France and Britain realised that a British
rapprochement with Russia would be necessary to counter Germany's power. Benckendorff, as one of the
most important figures in the Russian diplomatic service, persuaded Nicholas II and his Foreign Minister,
V.N. Lamsdorff, to drop their objections to various long-standing British demands in order to pave the way
for a Triple Entente. Although the overarching Russian strategy was conceived as 'balancing' the imperial
rivalries of Britain and Germany, numerous factors - not least Benckendorff's energetic pro-British stance -
upset the scales and resulted in a stand-off with the Central Powers.

Demonstrating how Benckendorff's fear of losing Britain's friendship made him oppose all Russia's efforts at
improving Russo-German relations, this book underlines the pro-Entente policy’s role in setting Russia on
the road to war. For when the Sarajevo crisis struck; there was now no hope of appealing to German
goodwill to help defuse the situation. Instead Russia's status within the Entente depended on a show of
determination and strength, which lead inexorably to a disaster of the Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

The book Britain, Russia and the Road to the First World War: The Fateful Embassy of Count Aleksandr
Benckendorff (1903-16) (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Britain, Russia
and the Road to the First World War: The Fateful Embassy of Count Aleksandr Benckendorff (1903-16)
(Ashgate Studies in First World War History)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Britain, Russia and the Road to the First World War: The Fateful Embassy of Count Aleksandr
Benckendorff (1903-16) (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Kennedy:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Britain, Russia and the Road to the First
World War: The Fateful Embassy of Count Aleksandr Benckendorff (1903-16) (Ashgate Studies in First
World War History) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Hopwood:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually Britain, Russia and the Road to the First World War: The
Fateful Embassy of Count Aleksandr Benckendorff (1903-16) (Ashgate Studies in First World War History).
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

April Hannah:

You may get this Britain, Russia and the Road to the First World War: The Fateful Embassy of Count
Aleksandr Benckendorff (1903-16) (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) by browse the bookstore or



Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply
e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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